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Introduction

ÅMeet your Speaker

ÅMeet your Audience: 

Nurses and Social 

Workers

2



Objectives

ÅDiscuss considerations for provision of culturally 

appropriate care to Native Americans with cancer.

ÅShare stories of working with Native Americans with 

cancer in inpatient and outpatient settings.

ÅRecognize the importance of tribal as well as 

individual differences when providing care to Native 

Americans with cancer.
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Cultural Competence

ÅCultural competence is 

a developmental 

process that evolves 

over an extended 

period. Both individuals 

and organizations are at 

various levels of 

awareness, knowledge 

and skills along the 

cultural competence 

continuum.
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Requirements

ÅDefined set of values and principles, and 

demonstrate behaviors, attitudes, policies and 

structures that enable them to work effectively 

cross-culturally. 

ÅCapacity to (1) value diversity, (2) conduct self-

assessment, (3) manage the dynamics of difference, 

(4) acquire and institutionalize cultural knowledge 

and (5) adapt to diversity and the cultural contexts 

of the communities they serve. 
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Community Engagement

ÅCultural competence extends the concept of self-

determination to the community. 

ÅCultural competence involves working in conjunction 

with natural, informal support and helping networks 

within culturally diverse communities (e.g. ethnic, 

social, and religious organizations; and spiritual 

leaders and healers). 

ÅCommunities determine their own needs.

ÅCommunity members are full partners in decision 

making.
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Video

ÅGetting to the Heart of It: Bridging Culture & Health 

Care

ÅAnn E. Garwick, Project Director

Professor, School of Nursing, UMN Twin Cities 

E-mail Address: garwi001@umn.edu

Office Address: School of Nursing

308 Harvard Street SE

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

Office Phone: 612-624-1141 Fax:  612-626-2359
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Cultural & Spiritual Beliefs 

Affecting Care

ÅOriented to the present

ÅValue cooperation, family, and spiritual beliefs

ÅStrong ties to family and tribe

ÅBelieve state of health exists when client in harmony 

with nature and others

ÅIllness is viewed as an imbalance

ÅMay use traditional indigenous healer instead of or in 

conjunction with Western health care

ÅIllness may be prevented through rituals and prayer
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Mistrust

ÅHistorical conflicts in 

the U.S.

ÅLack of culturally 

competent care

ÅUnderrepresentation of 

Native Americans as 

health care providers
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Cancer in Oklahoma

Å137,457 total cases diagnosed in Oklahoma residents 

between 1997-2004 

Å9,031 of these cases either were identified as 

American Indian or linked with IHS

Å36,570 total deaths due to cancer between 1999-

2003

Å2,410 deaths due to cancer among the American 

Indian population in OK between 1999-2003
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Cancer Rates
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Cancer among Native Americans 

in Oklahoma

ÅHigher than all races age-adjusted incidence rate.

ðAbout 1100 cases diagnosed each year.

ÅSecond leading cause of death among American 

Indians in Oklahoma.

ðAbout 481 deaths each year.

ÅHigher than all races age-adjusted mortality rate.
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Cancer Disparities

ÅAmerican Indians in Oklahoma have significantly 

elevated rates of cancer for many sites when 

compared to Whites 

ðAll sites combined, Lung, Colorectal, Prostate, 

Kidney, Stomach, Cervical

ÅFor several specific sites including colorectal, there is 

an obvious need for increased screening and 

awareness of early detection

13



Cancer Stories

ÅInpatient settings

ÅOutpatient settings
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Tribal Differences

Å562 federally recognized tribes in the U.S.

ÅThere are also tribes who are state recognized, 

petitioning for recognition, or unrecognized

Å38 federally recognized tribes in Oklahoma
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Individual Differences

ÅIntermarriage with 

those of other tribes

ÅIntermarriage with 

those of other races 

and ethnicities

ÅIndividual differences
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