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Objectives

¸ Identify the various disaster scenarios that 

could affect the practice

¸ Identify a plan of action for any oncology 

practice to deal with a pending or recent 

disaster, and

¸Develop a business continuity plan for patient 

care and practice survival



Two perspectives on disasters

¸Clinical ïtaking care of patients

¸ What are the basic services patients expect to 

receive from your practice?

¸ What can your practice do to help in a community-

wide disaster

¸Business ïtaking care of the business

¸ What services are absolutely essential to your 

practice?



HIPAA Requirement

¸Disaster preparedness is now required since 

the Health Information Portability and 

Accountability Act regulations state that 

health care organizations must implement 

contingency planning and disaster recovery 

processes.



Disaster and Natural disaster

¸ a sudden calamitous event bringing great 

damage, loss, or destruction; broadly : a 

sudden or great misfortune or failure  

(Webster)

¸Natural disasters occur when forces of nature 

damage the environment and manmade 

structures (healthline.com) 



Natural Disasters ï2006

Major Catastrophic Events

¸Coal mine, snow, mudslide, building collapse, 

plane crash, train de-rail, ship sinking, gas 

explosion, wild fires, tornadoes, collapsed 

dam, earthquakes, tornadoes, building fires, 

bus accident, pipeline explosion, heavy rain, 

drought, extreme heat, typhoon, hurricane, 

chemical factory explosion



Act of terrorism

¸Definitions

¸ Title 22 US code ñpremeditated, politically 
motivated violenceò against ñnon-combatant 
targets by sub-national groupsò

¸ Dept. of Defense ñthe calculated use of violence 
or the threat of violence to inculcate fear; intended 
to coerce or to intimidate governments or 
societies in the pursuit of goals that are generally 
political, religious, or ideological.ò



Common Elements of 

Terrorism

¸ Committed by groups who do not possess the 
political power to change policies they view as 
intolerable

¸ Choose targets and actions to maximize the 
psychological effect on a society or government

¸ Plan their acts to get as much media exposure as 
possible

¸ Justify their acts on ideological or religious grounds 
arguing they are responding to a greater wrong or 
are promoting a greater good



Acts of Terrorism

¸World Trade Center ï9/11/01

¸Pentagon Attack

¸Heroes of Flight 93

¸USS Cole

¸US Embassy Bombings

¸Khobar Towers Bombings

¸Oklahoma City Bombing

¸World Trade Center Bombing - 1993



Explosive devices & Nuclear

¸ Terrorists have frequently used explosive devices as one of their most common weapons. 
Terrorists do not have to look far to find out how to make explosive devices; the information 
is readily available in books and other information sources. The materials needed for an 
explosive device can be found in many places including variety, hardware, and auto supply 
stores. Explosive devices are highly portable using vehicles and humans as a means of 
transport. They are easily detonated from remote locations or by suicide bombers.

Conventional bombs have been used to damage and destroy financial, political, social, and 
religious institutions. Attacks have occurred in public places and on city streets with 
thousands of people around the world injured and killed.

¸ A nuclear blast is an explosion with intense light and heat, a damaging pressure wave, and 
widespread radioactive material that can contaminate the air, water, and ground surfaces 
for miles around. A nuclear device can range from a weapon carried by an intercontinental 
missile launched by a hostile nation or terrorist organization, to a small portable nuclear 
devise transported by an individual. All nuclear devices cause deadly effects when 
exploded, including blinding light, intense heat (thermal radiation), initial nuclear radiation, 
blast, fires started by the heat pulse, and secondary fires caused by the destruction.



Biological & Chemical

¸ Biological agents are organisms or toxins that can kill or 
incapacitate people, livestock, and crops. The three basic groups 
of biological agents that would likely be used as weapons are 
bacteria, viruses, and toxins. 

¸ Chemical agents are poisonous vapors, aerosols, liquids, and 
solids that have toxic effects on people, animals, or plants. They 
can be released by bombs or sprayed from aircraft, boats, and 
vehicles. They can be used as a liquid to create a hazard to 
people and the environment. Some chemical agents may be 
odorless and tasteless. They can have an immediate effect (a 
few seconds to a few minutes) or a delayed effect (2 to 48 
hours). 

From: FEMA.gov



Pandemic flu event

¸A pandemic is a global disease outbreak.  An 

influenza pandemic occurs when a new 

influenza A virus emerges for which there is 

little or no immunity in the human population, 

begins to cause serious illness and then 

spreads easily person-to-person worldwide.



20th Century Events

¸ 1918 caused at least 675,000 US deaths and 

up to 50 million worldwide

¸ 1957 caused at least 70,000 US deaths and 

1 ï2 million deaths worldwide

¸ 1968 caused about 34,000 US deaths and 

700,000 deaths worldwide



Characteristics and challenges

¸ Rapid Worldwide Spread
¸ When breaks out, assume worldwide spread inevitable

¸ Health System Overloaded
¸ Little or no immunity

¸ Inadequate facilities, staff, equipment

¸ Medical Supplies Inadequate
¸ Vaccine and anti viral drug shortage

¸ Economic and Social Disruption
¸ Travel bans, school and business closings, care for family



Major Disasters ïFlorida

¸ 2007 ïSevere Storms, Tornadoes, & Flooding

¸ 2005 ïHurricanes Wilma, Katrina, Dennis

¸ 2004 ïHurricanes Jeanne, Ivan, Francis

¸ 2003 ïSevere Storms and Flooding; tornado

¸ 2001 ïTropical Storms Gabrielle & Allison, Severe 
Freeze

¸ 2000 ïHeavy rains & flooding, Tropical storm

¸ 1999 ïHurricanes Irene & Floyd

¸ 1998 ïTropical storm Mitch, Hurricanes Georges & 
Earl, Extreme Fire Hazard

See pandemicflu.gov for your state



Work within your community

¸Pre-hospital care

¸Hospital and acute care

¸Alternative care sites

¸Palliative care



In General

¸ Be proactive ïgood planning

¸ Build and maintain relationships

¸ Device, model, and exercise your plan

¸ Establish clear channels of communication

¸ Clarify the process for leadership & coordination

¸ Your office

¸ Financial implications

¸ Vulnerable populations

¸ Security plans



Note pathway

TPSI

Saturday

August 27

Hit Florida First,

Six dead!


