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All Community Oncologists and Practice Administrators:

On the verge of what appears to be an election of historic voter turnout, we wanted to provide a brief update on the Medicare reimbursement changes.

Obviously, CMS has not yet released the Physician Fee Schedule rule that would have normally come out at the end of October. This was also reported by a few inside press sources late last week.  However, based on input we have received, it is expected that the final rule will come out after the election. This is the rule that addresses aspects of drug and services reimbursement for cancer care, as well as other issues contained in the Medicare Modernization Act.

We certainly hope that the rule provides additional guidance on ASP.  At any rate, unfortunately, there will be no way of knowing/understanding the impact and precision of the 3rd quarter ASP numbers.  SP data for 3rd quarter was just provided to CMS by pharmaceutical manufacturers using the new ASP calculation methodology.  Since this is a new methodology, there will be no comparative historic data that can be used as a basis of comparison. Additionally, there will be a crunch at CMS to process the 3rd quarter numbers before the end of November. There will be little to no room for analyses and no basis for comparison.

This is why we believe that the only rational thing to do is to run the current and new system in parallel during 2005. This is rational because it is the only safe process. At risk is Americans access to quality, affordable cancer care close to home in their own communities.

Community cancer care has done an extraordinary job positively engaging Members. This was an issue front and center in many congressional campaigns. Many Members from both parties have come forth in support of our issue.

It will be more important than ever before to reach out to your Members after the election.  Congress will be back the week after next for a lame-duck session. Many Members have promised that this needs fixed before 2005. Hopefully, the final rule will be another step in the right direction.

Vote!!!
The Community Oncology Alliance
http://www.communityoncology.org

For further information or comments, please contact Chief Administrator Officer Dianne Kube. 

Community Oncology Alliance, 100 N. Humphreys Blvd., Memphis, TN, 38120

You have received this correspondence as a service of the Community Oncology Alliance (COA),100 N. Humphreys Blvd., Memphis, TN 38120. COA proudly complies with all the rules and regulations of the Can-Spam Act of 2003. If you no longer wish to receive mailings from COA, please click on communityoncology.org/optout.php to unsubscribe. Your address will immediately be removed from the mailing list. 


	


 

