Physician Fee Schedule for 2005

CMS announces CMS-1429-F; "Medicare Program; Revisions to Payment Policies Under the Physician Fee Schedule for Calendar Year 2005" went on display at the Federal Register on November 2, 2004.  View the display copy at:

http://www.cms.hhs.gov/regulations/pfs/2005/1429fc.asp
The final rule will be published in the November 15, 2004 Federal Register and will become effective January 1, 2005.

The final rule for physician payment for 2005 includes new benefits and higher payments for preventive services including a "Welcome to Medicare Physical" and increased payment rates to physicians. The expanded benefits and increased payments result from the Medicare Modernization Act of 2003 (MMA) and are included in the 2005 Physician Fee Schedule rule, which will become effective January 1.

                                                  View the CMS press release at the following link:

http://www.cms.hhs.gov/media/press/release.asp?Counter=1248
