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From: David H. Johnson, MD     November 1, 2004
            President
Today, CMS responded favorably to ASCO's position that payments for office-based chemotherapy needed to be increased in 2005 to avoid serious problems in patient access.  CMS announced that it will pay physicians who furnish chemotherapy in the office an additional $130 per patient for every day on which chemotherapy is furnished.  To earn the extra payment, the physician would be required to assess the patient's status with respect to nausea/vomiting, pain, and fatigue and to report those assessments through a new series of billing codes that will supplement the normal billing codes.   CMS estimates that this will increase payments by $300 million in 2005.  This increase is in addition to the increase resulting from the new and revised drug administration codes that CMS previously announced it would implement.  CMS stated that the purpose of the extra payment is to measure and improve the quality of care provided to Medicare patients as a one-year demonstration project.
 
CMS also announced Medicare coverage for colorectal cancer drugs being used "off-label" in nine clinical trials sponsored in part by the National Cancer Institute.  The drugs involved are oxaliplatin (Eloxatin), irinotecan (Camptosar), bevacizumab (Avastin), and cetuximab (Erbitux).  Also, CMS announced expanded coverage for positron emission tomography (PET) scans for cervical cancer, and for studies of PET for diagnosis and staging involving a broad range of additional types of cancer if the patients are in certain clinical trials or participating in a high quality registry.  Finally, CMS stated that it would collaborate with the National Cancer Institute, ASCO, patient advocacy groups, and others in reviewing the processes used by Medicare carriers in paying claims and setting local coverage policies.
 
ASCO believes that the additional payment announced by CMS today will significantly improve the situation facing oncologists and their patients in 2005.   ASCO will continue to work with CMS on documentation and other issues.  We will be in touch with you in the upcoming days with a more in depth analysis.  
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